
R O O T E D  I N 

C O M M U N I T Y

2018 PRO BONO ANNUAL REVIEW



California

ANDREW DEMKO, Partner

RYAN LARSEN, Partner

Charlotte

RICHARD FARLEY, Partner

Chicago

MILTON WAKSCHLAG, Partner

London

CHARLOTTE SALLABANK, 

Partner

New York

KAREN ARTZ ASH, Partner

Texas

KATIE BENNETT HOBSON,

Associate 

WILLIAM MOORE, Partner

EMILY ROCHY, Associate

Washington, DC

JANE CAVANAUGH, Partner

Pro Bono Committee Chairs

At Katten, we believe we have the 
professional responsibility to advocate 
for people who have no one in their 
corner. We are committed to providing 
pro bono legal services because 
everybody wins — our neighbors, 
our communities, our attorneys, 
our fi rm.” – Roger Furey, Chairman
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about the courage and determination of their clients 

and the life-transforming impact—including on the 

attorneys themselves—of extending a helping hand.

Moving forward, we will also need to have the fl exibility 

to respond to the needs of our communities as they 

emerge from contemporary circumstances. We have done 

a great deal of work helping refugees from persecution 

obtain asylum in the United States. That work will con-

tinue, of course, but our work in assisting immigrants 

already in the United States in understanding their legal 

rights and responsibilities is growing. 

Similarly, we have always done civil rights work, but we 

are responding to a growing need for legal assistance in 

combatting not just racial and gender discrimination, but 

discrimination based on income, national origin, sexual 

orientation and gender identity. We also will continue 

building new partnerships with other business professionals 

to help give the wide array of outstanding nonprofi t 

organizations more assistance in fulfi lling their missions. 

This year’s Pro Bono Annual Review is organized by the 

regions we serve and features a collection of stories 

grounded in the needs of our communities. We are honored 

to have helped our pro bono clients, and I am extremely 

proud of the efforts and accomplishments of our attorneys 

and staff. 

Dear Friends,

There is an unending need for legal assistance for the 

less fortunate and most vulnerable in our communities. 

Fortunately, there are Katten attorneys who are driven to 

use their skills to give them hope. In 2018, we delivered 

on our fi rm’s promise to help people who cannot afford 

legal services with the same unwavering commitment to 

hard work and legal excellence that we bring to all matters. 

Our attorneys and staff dedicated tens of thousands of 

hours to pro bono legal services. And, more importantly, 

we made a difference where we could.

Our success is rooted in an organic approach to providing 

pro bono legal services—one that connects individual 

attorneys with opportunities that match their interests. 

Because we are responsive to our individual attorneys, 

and because they are responsive to the communities 

in which they live, we are able to provide the pro bono 

services that our communities most need. 

A powerful result of this approach is an enthusiasm 

from our attorneys that causes a ripple effect. Individual 

attorneys do the pro bono work—and also act as cham-

pions for the causes they care about. They recruit other 

attorneys in the fi rm to join them in this work, to 

become board members and fi nancial supporters of 

these pro bono organizations, and to encourage Katten to 

support these organizations with contributions of dollars, 

as well as hours. Katten attorneys have countless stories 

Jonathan Baum 
Director of Pro Bono Services 

WELCOME

1111111111111111111111111
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Speaking of California...

“ The grassroots approach has allowed our lawyers to take even more ownership over pro bono 

matters because they are usually matters for which they have a personal connection. In fact, in recent 

years our attorneys have brought on board new pro bono organizations that coincide with their values and 

interests.  We expect to see more of that in the coming years, and we expect our attorneys to continue to 

take leadership positions with these organizations. This helps us stay in tune with our community’s needs 

and continue to grow as a pro bono program.”

Andrew Demko
Partner, California Pro Bono Co-Chair

Ryan Larsen
Partner, California Pro Bono Co-Chair
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FROM FOSTER FAMILY TO FOREVER FAMILY

For children placed in foster care, the removal from their 

homes starts an often diffi cult journey. In 2017, an estimated 

123,000 of those children were waiting to be adopted, accord-

ing to the US Department of Health and Human Services.

Katten attorneys in California from across our practice 

groups have volunteered their time and legal knowledge 

to handle dozens of permanent adoptions over the last 

several years through the fi rm’s partnership with Public 

Counsel, the nation’s largest not-for-profi t law fi rm special-

izing in delivering pro bono legal services. In fact, last 

year, when nearly 5,000 children in foster care were 

offi cially adopted during National Adoption Day, Katten 

attorneys were on hand to help guide clients through 

the adoption process.

ENSURING DUE PROCESS AND A 

MEANINGFUL OPPORTUNITY TO BE HEARD

One of the ways that Katten attorneys assist underserved 

communities is by proudly partnering with organizations 

that focus on ensuring the basic principles of our legal 

system to all. Immigrant Defenders Law Center, a 

relationship that Litigation associate Joanna Hill intro-

duced to the fi rm, is one such organization that has 

connected Katten attorneys with clients, ensuring them 

a meaningful opportunity to be represented and heard.  

The life of a Ugandan refugee was threatened when he 

was wrongfully accused of engaging in homosexual activity 

with members of a youth soccer team he was coaching. 

Due to the threats on his life, he was forced to leave the 

country, leaving his wife and children behind. Katten 

attorneys obtained witness statements and documentary 

evidence corroborating his claims and will be representing 

him in an upcoming merits hearing.

Katten will also represent a transgender individual from 

Ukraine, who was repeatedly harassed and beaten by the 

police due to her gender identity and sexual orientation. 

Katten partnered with a Russian-speaking attorney, 

successfully fi led an asylum petition and obtained a 

work permit on her behalf.   

A woman from Colombia was married to a US citizen, 

who violently attacked her and her adult children. The 

husband was arrested and subsequently charged with 

attempted murder. Katten attorneys assisted her in 

responding to a US Citizenship and Immigration Services 

(USCIS) request for evidence related to her petition for 

removal of conditions on residency. Simultaneously, the 

USCIS threatened to deny her petition for removal of 

conditions on residency on the grounds that she was 

unable to provide information demonstrating that she 

had a bona fi de marriage.  Information, such as joint 

bank accounts, etc., was solely in the possession of her 

husband, and it was not safe or even possible for her to 

be in contact with him.  In addition, a language barrier 

provided further diffi culties. Katten assisted her in 

responding to the USCIS and explaining the reasons for 

any perceived defi ciencies.  

LENDING A HAND TO THOSE WHO LEND 

A HAND

Beginning in June 2018, Katten provided pro bono 

services to a Los Angeles-based nonprofi t regarding 

allegations of misappropriating funds. A Katten Litigation 

team led by Los Angeles managing partner Zia Modabber 

and including partners Sheldon Zenner, Stacey Knight, 

Matthew Baker and associate Leah Solomon undertook 

the four-month-long investigation.

Taking Action 
in the Golden State

CALIFORNIA
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Responding to the 
Challenges of the Underserved 

GIVING THE DESERVING A SECOND CHANCE

For many people, having a criminal arrest and/or conviction 

record can create unwanted and negative consequences 

long after their debt to society has been paid. As back-

ground checks and the availability of technology make it 

easier than ever to access a person’s history, any legal 

record can cause issues, especially when applying for a 

job, renting an apartment, buying a car and more. To 

help assist these people, several of Katten’s Charlotte 

attorneys have partnered with the Charlotte Center 

for Legal Advocacy, helping to expunge their clients’ 

criminal records. With this done, clients can then honestly 

answer “no” when asked if they have ever been arrested 

or convicted of a criminal offense on a job, rental or 

mortgage application. Their lives are changed, truly giving 

them a second chance.

ENSURING INMATES’ RIGHTS ARE UPHELD

North Carolina Prisoner Legal Services (NCPLS)

is a nonprofi t created to help inmates who are in the 

custody of the North Carolina Department of Safety, 

Division of Adult Correction secure their constitutional 

right of meaningful access to the courts. In 2018, Katten 

attorneys were proud to partner with NCPLS, providing 

their experience to the Safe & Humane Jails Project, 

as well as helping to ensure that inmates receive their 

appropriate jail credit.

The Safe & Humane Jails Project was born as a result of 

an increase in North Carolina prison violence over the 

past several years. As part of this program, our attorneys 

have received training and volunteered to help investi-

gate and, potentially, litigate issues that arise in North 

Carolina jails, including inmates’ charges of excessive 

force; failure to be protected from the risk of serious 

injury; unsafe, inhumane, overcrowded conditions; and 

indifference to or serious neglect of their mental health 

or medical care. In addition, a team of seven Katten 

attorneys is working with inmates to make sure they 

receive accurate jail credit. This is time that is spent in 

confi nement in a state or local correctional, mental or 

other institution as a result of their sentences. This time 

is deducted from the defendant’s fi nal sentence, if they 

are convicted. 

FIGHTING TO REUNITE AND DEFEND THE 

RIGHTS OF IMMIGRANTS

In the spring of 2018, thousands of children were taken 

from their parents in response to the government’s “zero 

tolerance” immigration policy. Since that time, Project 

Corazon, a program founded by the Lawyers for Good 

Government in partnership with nearly 40 top US law 

fi rms, including Katten, has worked to help reunite 

these families, defend the rights of detained immigrants 

and provide assistance to immigrants recently released 

from detention.

CHARLOTTE
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Speaking of Charlotte...

Richard Farley
Partner
North Carolina Pro Bono Chair

“ To ensure that we are supporting the 

evolving needs of our communities, 

this year we worked with local 

pro bono partner organizations 

to provide on-site training for our 

attorneys in areas where they are 

seeing a greater and growing need. 

Our pro bono training included 

expunction programs, which assist 

people who qualify for sweeping 

their records of convictions; landlord/

tenant programs, which help low-

income tenants who need help with 

landlord disputes over inadequate 

repair and maintenance, and 

unhealthy and unsafe housing; and a 

jail time credit project, which ensures 

that convicted prisoners receive 

proper credit for all of their time 

served in local jails and remain 

incarcerated in the state prison no 

longer than the length of their actual 

sentence. The expunction and 

landlord/tenant programs especially 

can meaningfully change people’s 

lives in terms of opportunities. 

“ We feel like these are important 

additions to the pro bono work 

that we have traditionally provided, 

strengthening our commitment 

to advocate for some of the most 

vulnerable and underprivileged in our 

communities.”



KATTEN MUCHIN ROSENMAN LLP6

Standing Tall 
in the Windy City

IMPROVING LIFE FOR STUDENTS AND THEIR 

FAMILIES

Founded in 2013, the Katten de Diego Legal Clinic 

was the fi rst clinic of its kind based in a Chicago public 

school. Its purpose: to assist the low-income families of 

students enrolled at Jose de Diego Community Academy, 

located in the city’s Humboldt Park and Wicker Park 

areas. Operating on-site at the school one evening each 

month, it is staffed by attorneys from Katten and pro 

bono partner LAF, who provide free legal services in a 

variety of areas. In fact, since opening its doors, more 

than 70 Katten attorney volunteers have helped serve 

more than 500 individuals. 

2018 marked the clinic’s fi ve-year anniversary, and 

during that time it has grown into a resounding success. 

Today, it serves school families, as well as the broader 

community, in a wide range of areas, including public 

benefi ts, expungement, housing, consumer law, family 

law and small business matters. In addition, we provide 

tutoring, a Lawyers in the Classroom program—to help 

students better understand the legal system and learn 

about law-related careers—and other efforts. In September, 

Chicago offi ce attorneys and business professionals also 

donated hundreds of pencils, notebooks, crayons, pens, 

folders and backpacks for students and provided the 

school with additional fi nancial donations. “We are 

fortunate and thankful to have Katten as a partner,” said 

principal Jacqueline Menoni. “The attorneys’ dedication 

of time and resources has been invaluable to the school 

and the community.”

HELPING SUPPORT COMMUNITY ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT

Aiding and improving Chicago’s low- to moderate-

income neighborhoods is an important objective for 

Katten’s pro bono team. To achieve this objective, our 

attorneys provide representation to the Chicago 

Community Loan Fund (CCLF). The mission of the 

fund is to provide fl exible, affordable and responsible 

fi nancing and technical assistance to help support the 

stabilization and development efforts of neighborhoods, 

families and individuals throughout the city.

This year, Real Estate associate Sophia Popovic success-

fully represented the CCLF as the lender for a loan 

offered to a developer that is purchasing and rehabbing a 

duplex residence in the North Lawndale neighborhood. 

Per the agreement, this property will then be sold to a 

fi rst-time affordable housing or other low-income home-

buyer to help build and strengthen the neighborhood. 

CHICAGO
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I am motivated by the privilege of providing quality 
legal representation to hardworking, decent and 
unfailingly gracious clients, who simply cannot 
afford to pay a lawyer.”
  PETER WILSON   Partner, Litigation
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CHICAGOCHICAGO
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“ Katten’s grassroots method positively 

affects pro bono work on several levels. 

“ First, it is an excellent way to incentivize 

attorneys to get involved in pro bono 

projects, stick with them to completion 

and come back again when the next 

self-selected opportunity arises. Having 

a personal investment in the work also 

motivates attorneys to bring their best 

thinking and practice skills to the project.  

And not least, it is an excellent way for 

young attorneys to develop a sense of 

control over their practice, which will 

serve them well as seasoned attorneys 

trying to shape their practice to be as 

productive and impactful as it can be.     

 “ The community of pro bono consumers 

can only benefi t from the added enthusi-

asm and commitment displayed by the 

attorneys when the projects refl ect the 

attorneys’ personal interests 

and passions.”

Milton Wakschlag
Partner

Chicago Pro Bono Chair

Speaking of Chicago...

PROTECTING VICTIMS OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

Literally millions of Americans—men, women and chil-

dren—are victims of domestic abuse each year in the 

United States. So, when one female victim prepared to 

appear in domestic violence court this year, Commercial 

Finance associate Ian Todd saw his opportunity to help 

make a difference. They were introduced through the 

Domestic Violence Legal Clinic’s Pro Bono Project, 

where Katten plays a signifi cant role in representing 

victims of domestic violence in obtaining emergency orders 

of protection against their abusers. In this case, the 

woman and her three young children were under a serious 

threat from the father. He was set to move the children 

to Indiana, three hours away. The mother was convinced 

she would never see her children again and feared they 

were at risk for abuse. 

After fi nding the father had supplied her with a false 

address, and that his cell phone was shut off and emails 

were bouncing back as undeliverable, Ian fi led an emer-

gency motion, as concealment of minors is a recognized 

form of abuse under the Illinois Domestic Violence Act. 

With an order of protection in hand, Ian asked the local 

sheriff if there were any homeless shelters in the Indiana 

county to which the father had allegedly moved. Thank-

fully there was, and the sheriff was able to serve the 

father, take custody of the children and reunite them 

safely with their mother. 
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Speaking of New York...

Karen Artz Ash
Partner
New York Offi ce Pro Bono Chair

“ When it comes to pro bono, we have a different organizational structure at Katten. 

Here, our pro bono efforts are more integrated with the local offi ces and attorneys. 

They come to me, asking if they can work on projects that are important to them. 

I share it with Jonathan Baum, our director of pro bono services, and we almost 

always say ‘yes’ to their request. It’s a good feeling to be able to encourage people 

to bring opportunities to us that may not fi t our perfect mold, but that they have a 

passion for and they feel can help do good in the world.” 

Our attorneys spend a lot of time on pro bono work, and this 
structure allows them to be involved in work that suits their 
personal interests and best meets the needs of our city.”

  KAREN ARTZ ASH
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LEVELING THE PLAYING FIELD FOR TODAY’S 

SMALL BUSINESSES

For the fl edgling entrepreneur, the obstacles to starting a 

business are many. One way small business owners and 

microentrepreneurs can get the help they need is 

through the Volunteers of Legal Service (VOLS). 

While VOLS offers assistance to individuals and busi-

nesses in a variety of ways, the Microenterprise Project 

was a focus for Katten’s Intellectual Property national 

co-chair and VOLS chair Karen Artz Ash and her team 

in 2018. The project provides free, high-quality legal 

assistance to businesses by helping them form a legal 

entity, draft documents, protect intellectual property 

and advise on commercial leases.

As part of this project, an externship position is available 

each school year. This position is fi lled by a third-year 

law student, who attains credit for working a portion of 

each week during a semester under the supervision of a 

VOLS member. In 2018, that student was Theodora 

Fleurant, who reported directly to Karen and her team. 

Her clinic work focused on providing trademark and 

copyright assistance to low-income New York City small 

businesses and microentrepreneurs. She also developed 

an intellectual property curriculum for VOLS to use in 

their educational programming. “We are extremely 

proud to have had this opportunity to both mentor The-

odora and provide our city’s businesses with the legal 

services necessary to help them succeed,” said Karen. 

PROVIDING THE ELDERLY WITH SECURITY 

AND PEACE OF MIND

Since 1989, Katten’s New York Trusts and Estates attorney 

volunteers, led by practice head Ronni Davidowitz, have 

provided pro bono services through the South Brooklyn 

Legal Services group. While initially offering assistance 

with the preparation of wills, health care documents, 

powers of attorney and deeds of guardianship to low-

income individuals affected by HIV/AIDS, today our focus 

also includes help for the elderly. With limited and fi xed 

incomes from Social Security and other benefi ts, many 

older Americans require pro bono legal assistance when 

it comes to making decisions regarding who holds end-

of-life decision-making powers and to whom they wish 

to pass on any assets. Over the years, our participation 

in this project has garnered signifi cant accolades and 

recognition. 

Another outlet offering pro bono services for older adults 

is the Lenox Hill Neighborhood House, which has a 

primary focus on the East Side of Manhattan, including 

East Harlem and Roosevelt Island. In 2018, of counsel 

Mal Barasch received the Lenox Hill Neighborhood 

House’s inaugural Pro Bono Service Award for his nearly 

30 years of dedication to their efforts. In that time, he 

provided pro bono legal services during a monthly clinic, 

where he met with seniors, providing them with an 

empathetic, caring ear and thorough and meaningful 

assistance with critical legal life-planning documents. 

Mal also provided the Neighborhood House with years of 

wise and effective counsel on corporate legal matters, 

strengthening the organization and positioning them 

well for the future. 

Upholding Katten 
Core Values in the Big Apple

NEW YORK
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Protecting the 
Hearts of Texas 

HELPING ONE ANGEL FIND A HOME

Born and raised in Damascus, a Syrian pharmacist and 

her family experienced fi rsthand the harsh realities of 

war following the advent of the Arab Spring in 2011. 

Her younger brother became involved in protests at 

Damascus University. Soon she, too, became involved, 

helping to transport medical supplies, clothing and 

money to civilians who were living in beleaguered and 

besieged neighborhoods. As the situation turned from 

bad to worse, her brother left for America. She, however, 

remained behind with her parents until 2016. 

That same year, Nicholas Morrell joined Katten as an 

Environmental and Workplace Safety associate and was 

approached by partner Scott Elliott regarding an inter-

esting asylum case the fi rm had assumed. It was the case 

of the Syrian woman, which was particularly interesting 

to Nick, who had studied Middle Eastern history and 

Arabic in college and during his time in the US Army 

Reserve. 

Nick interviewed the woman and helped her write her 

application for asylum. While she had been in the United 

States, she volunteered for the Syrian-American Medical 

Society—a charity that gives aid to the victims of the 

Syrian civil war—and interned at a children’s hospital in 

Memphis. “She was a refugee,” said Nick, “but she was 

still donating her time and energy to charities that 

helped those in Syria.” Eventually, her application was 

granted, and America is now her new home.

TEXAS
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SAVING AN ELDERLY RESIDENT’S HOME

At 86 years old, one gentleman living in a lower income 

neighborhood in Houston never thought he would need 

to fi ght for the house and land he had owned and occu-

pied for more than 50 years. But in 2015, that is exactly 

what happened when a developer bought the vacant 

property next door. It had been vacant since the gentle-

man purchased his property in the 1950s, and as his 

way of being a good neighbor, he had mowed and cared 

for the vacant lot, as well as his own. This included a 

three-foot strip of land right next to his house, where a 

fence had been erected, designating what he believed to 

be his property boundary.

Then in 2015, the developer purchased a signifi cant 

amount of property in the neighborhood, including the 

lot next door. After conducting surveys, they informed 

the gentleman that where he thought his property line 

was—and even a portion of the land on which his house 

was built—was theirs. The developer said the man was 

encroaching on their property, and that they would take 

him to court. They even went so far as to knock over his 

fence and put a stake in front of his house to identify 

their property line. Eventually, the fi rm persuaded him 

to sign a boundary encroachment agreement, saying he 

had no right to the land.

Enter Environmental and Workplace Safety associate 

Paige Gallaspy and Litigation associate Emily Rochy. 

They fi rst reviewed the surveys and discovered they 

were, in fact, incorrect. In addition, their elderly client 

met all the qualifi cations for adverse possession in Texas, 

as he had maintained the land for over 50 years. More-

over, the developer had razed the vacant lot to build a 

new house, which caused uneven grading that led to 

water damage to the client’s property and home. As a 

result of this water damage, the home also suffered 

from a bug infestation. 

The Katten team fi led a lawsuit, which the developer’s 

insurance company ultimately decided not to dispute. 

The client was then compensated for the 3 x 50-foot 

piece of property he had long believed was his and the 

damage to his home. 

“ With our grassroots model of pro bono services, attorneys get to take the cases they want to take and explore 

the issues they want to explore. There’s a huge benefi t to the community in giving attorneys that fl exibility 

to align their skills with their charitable interests. Our role is to help kindle the fi re and support these 

connections of attorneys with community, ensuring that they align with what’s needed most. 

“ It’s no surprise that there’s been a huge outcry to get more attorneys in Texas to help out 

at the border. Even before these incredible diffi culties, our attorneys were already 

really involved in immigration/asylum claims. It’s partially because of our location, 

but it’s also because we have strong partnerships with great organizations 

that funnel these kinds of cases to us. We’ll continue to nurture these 

partnerships and show up where we can make a difference.”

Attorney Name
Practice 

Location

Speaking of Texas...

Emily Rochy
Associate
Houston Pro Bono Chair

Katie Bennett 
Hobson
Associate
Austin Pro Bono Chair

William Moore
Partner
Dallas Pro Bono Chair
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PROVIDING LEGAL ASSISTANCE TO THOSE 

IN NEED THROUGHOUT THE DC AREA

Assisting individuals in the community with their legal 

needs is an important component of Katten’s culture of 

giving back. In the spirit of such giving, our attorneys 

proudly partner with organizations that offer legal clinics 

across Washington, DC, and the surrounding area. One 

group, the DC Bar Pro Bono Program Advice and 

Referral Clinic, is staffed by a team of Katten attor-

neys, led by Real Estate partner Julia Schmidt, that 

devotes time each quarter to assist walk-in clients. They, 

along with other volunteers, help many clients at the 

clinic’s Northwest location address a wide array of civil 

legal matters, including bankruptcy and debt collection, 

consumer law, employment law, family law and much 

more. We are proud to invest our time in these efforts, so 

that we are able to offer immediate, proactive solutions 

to the legal challenges facing our neighbors.

WINNING ASYLUM FOR TEENS FLEEING 

GANG VIOLENCE 

Two bright, young teenagers in Northern Virginia, who 

suffered frequent abuse at the hands of the most violent 

gang in El Salvador, were granted asylum thanks to a 

team of Katten Washington, DC volunteers. The 18-year-

old young man and his 16-year-old sister were the victims 

of brutal gang violence, death threats made to their 

relatives and repeated gang extortion of their extended 

families. Corporate partner Jane Cavanaugh, with help 

from Intellectual Property associate Kristin Lockhart, 

worked extensively on the asylum briefs and formal 

interviews to plead the applicants’ cases before the 

Arlington Asylum Offi ce. 

In the spring of 2018, approval of the brother’s asylum 

was granted. However, for several months there was no 

word about his sister’s application. With the recent 

changes to administration policy regarding the granting of 

asylum to gang victims, every day of waiting was anxiety-

ridden for the Katten team who worked on these 

applications, fearing that the sister’s application would 

be denied, and she would be sent back to El Salvador. 

Finally, in July, the Asylum Offi ce mailed the letter 

informing the client and the Katten team that on May 

16, 2018, the sister was offi cially granted asylum. 

Taking a Stand in 
Our Nation’s Capital

  WASHINGTON, DC

For so many in our community, each day is a struggle 
to secure basic needs that most of us take for granted. 
I believe that it is our duty to help ease their burden.”   
NADIRA CLARKE Partner, Environmental and Workplace Safety
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“ Katten’s pro bono program allows 

attorneys who wish to volunteer for pro 

bono work to choose the client groups 

and subject matters that strike a chord 

with them personally. Some of our 

attorneys in the Washington offi ce, who 

are military veterans, choose to help 

other veterans obtain needed benefi ts. 

Some attorneys, including several 

who are immigrants or the children of 

immigrants, are especially interested in 

helping pro bono clients navigate the 

asylum application process. 

“ Other Katten attorneys in the Washington 

offi ce simply have a general desire to use 

their skills to help our less fortunate 

neighbors. Many participate in quarterly 

legal clinics for local residents struggling 

with legal problems related to land-

lord-tenant disputes, employment issues, 

personal bankruptcy, access to public 

benefi ts and problems with the school 

system, among other things. Because our 

attorneys are so personally invested, their 

pro bono matters are as important to 

them as the regular work they do. I am 

one of the many Katten attorneys who 

believe that Katten’s commitment to pro 

bono work enhances our career satisfac-

tion and allows us to directly 

help our neighbors in the 

local community.”

Jane Cavanaugh
Partner

Washington, DC Pro Bono Chair

Speaking of Washington, DC...

PRESERVING THE RIGHTS AND DIGNITY OF 

THE AGING

Seniors, particularly those living on a limited income 

or in diminished health, struggle with fi nding the legal 

assistance they need. Throughout 2018, our attorneys 

reached out to provide their support, working through 

AARP’s Legal Counsel for the Elderly’s (LCE) Pro 

Bono Publico. Real Estate partner Jonathan Boswell, 

Litigation partner Daniel Spurlock and Corporate associate 

Shannon Traylor researched and drafted a memo for 

LCE, regarding whether an agent acting under a Power of 

Attorney may appear in court and represent its principal 

or hire an attorney on behalf of its principal. The team 

also researched what legal safeguards are in place to 

prevent and mitigate misconduct by agents, and provided 

recommendations for LCE to present to the Washington 

DC City Council to add protective measures to the 

Uniform Power of Attorney Amendment Act of 2017.

Real Estate associate Elizabeth Dominguez Yaeger also 

provided pro bono services to the LCE, reviewing statutory 

and regulatory requirements for the creation, promotion 

and support of resident and family councils in a sampling 

of states across the United States. Her memorandum 

evaluated relevant statutes and regulations for best 

practices in fi ve states in connection with the creation, 

promotion and support of resident and family councils in 

assisted living facilities. Elizabeth also prepared a fl yer 

identifying for tenants the conditions DC landlords must 

satisfy before they can impose fees for late payments of 

rent, the limits on such late fees under DC law and 

penalties for a landlord’s violations of the late fee limits.
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  WASHINGTON, DC
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In a year in which divisiveness has fi lled our headlines, Katten’s attorneys and 

business professionals have continued to commit themselves to the building 

of their communities by providing our neighbors with the legal assistance 

they need to both grow and prosper. Whether that entails reaching out to 

children, students, the elderly, the physically or emotionally challenged, or 

the homeless, we have a passion for helping others, resulting in not just 

meeting their legal needs, but in bringing them something even more 

important: hope. 

The faces that appear on these pages are those of just a small percentage of 

our Katten community who have selfl essly given of themselves to help others 

in 2018. In times of disaster, in times of need and in times of celebration, we 

are so very proud that they have chosen to make Katten their “home.”

Coming Together to 
Help Those in Need

Com-mu-ni-ty,  noun: a unifi ed body of individuals

SERVING OUR COMMUNITIES
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INSPIRING CHILDREN’S BUSINESS DREAMS 

THROUGH KATTEN “DRAGONS” 

Building bridges between businesses and schools is the 

focus of an education business partnership called  

Inspire! that works with children from disadvantaged 

areas in and around London. Using a platform based on 

a UK television program called Dragon’s Den—where 

successful businesspeople listen to business pitches 

with the possibility to invest—they approached our  

London affiliate office with the opportunity to host a 

“Dragons Den”-styled event for Year 6 students (aged 

10–11). 

Working in teams of four to six, approximately 50 Year 6 

students spent a week carefully forming mock companies, 

inventing a new product to solve a problem of their 

choice, writing a business plan and preparing a pitch. 

With presentations in hand, they then stood before the 

Katten “Dragons”—deputy managing partner Terry 

Green, Real Estate counsel Michael Speranza and associate 

Laura Meehan, and office services assistant James Barker. 

At the end of the day, three teams were awarded with 

either a Best Presentation, Best Teamwork or Best  

Innovation award. 

PULLING A PLANE TO RAISE AWARENESS 

AND FUNDING FOR THE SPECIAL OLYMPICS 

The challenge was substantial: pulling a 124,000-pound 

FedEx Boeing 757 airplane 12 feet down a runway as fast 

as possible. But the Katten team was up for the challenge. 

It was all part of our participation and sponsorship of the 

13th annual Special Olympics Southern California 

Plane Pull at Long Beach Airport. The event tested a 

team of attorneys, staff, family and friends from the 

firm’s four California offices, as they helped raise awareness 

and funding for athletes with intellectual disabilities. 

The team was led by honorary co-pilot Rachel Osterbach, 

a Special Olympics athlete, global messenger and cast 

member of A&E’s “Born This Way” reality TV series. 

In the end, the team tugged the jet in 6.95 seconds, only 

1.5 seconds slower than the winner. Los Angeles— 

Century City partner David Halberstadter said, “We wanted 

to be more involved in an organization that has a massive 

impact on Southern California, and not just for lawyers 

and business professionals in the firm, but for those  

together with their families in support of an organization 

with a mission that touches so many families.” 
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SETTING AN EXAMPLE FOR GIVING SINCE 

THE BEGINNING

Growing and supporting our communities has been at 

the foundation of the firm since its beginning nearly 45 

years ago. And one need look no further for an outstanding 

example of that commitment than founding partner 

Melvin Katten. 

In November, Mel was presented with the Adler & Sullivan 

Award by the Auditorium Theatre of Roosevelt University. 

To mark the day, Chicago Mayor Rahm Emanuel proclaimed 

November 3, 2018, to be “Mel Katten Day.” 

The award commemorates Mel’s dedication to the theatre 

and the cultural landscape in Chicago. Mel served on 

the theatre’s board of directors since 2002 and is now 

chairman emeritus. During his 14 years as chairman, 

he oversaw the establishment of the theatre’s Creative 

Engagement Department; created lasting partnerships 

with organizations, including Broadway In Chicago and 

the Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater; and raised 

funds to install the theatre’s elevator and a new rehearsal 

studio. He also sits on the boards of the Chicago Loop 

Alliance and American Friends of Tel Aviv University. He 

serves as senior vice chairman of the board of trustees at 

Roosevelt University and as president of the Pamela B. 

Katten Memorial Leukemia Foundation in honor of 

his daughter. Mel is also a trustee of the Leukemia & 

Lymphoma Society’s Greater Illinois chapter, a life  

trustee of the Better Government Association and chairman 

of its Civic Leadership Committee, and general trustee 

of The Lincoln Academy of Illinois. 

SERVING OUR COMMUNITIES
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Mel is deeply committed to civic and charitable work, which is one reason 
that philanthropy is a cornerstone of this law fi rm that bears his name.” 

ROGER FUREY Chairman
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Each year, we recognize the outstanding pro bono services provided by our attorneys during our 

Katten Pro Bono Service Awards presentations held at offices across our footprint.

The ceremonies honor partners and associates, transactional attorneys and litigators not on the 

basis of a single, remarkable “win,” but because they have demonstrated a consistent commitment, 

over time, to using their legal skills on behalf of those in need. They also receive an honorarium 

to donate to the charity of his or her choice.

THE INDIVIDUALS HONORED THIS YEAR INCLUDE:

19th Annual Katten  
Pro Bono Service Awards

NOAH BALCH, Los Angeles— 

Century City

ZACHARY DENVER, New York

BRANDON HADLEY,  

Washington, DC

DAVID HALBERSTADTER,  

Los Angeles—Century City

GENUS HEIDARY,  

Washington, DC

JOANNA HILL, Los Angeles— 

Century City

JOHNJERICA HODGE,  

Washington, DC

TIMOTHY KNUDSEN, Chicago

SETH MESSNER, Washington, DC

NICHOLAS MORRELL, Houston

CYNTHIA REED, New York

SCOTT RESNIK, New York

ELIZABETH HERMANN SMITH, 

Chicago

LINDSEY SMITH, Charlotte

STEVEN SOLOW, Washington, DC

JOHN SUN, Washington, DC

PETER WILSON, Chicago

HONORABLE MENTION

GUY DEMPSEY, New York

The attorneys we honor with these awards are the exemplars of the hundreds of Katten attorneys 

in all of our offices who render pro bono service all year round. We are proud of the difference all 

of these attorneys make in the lives of those less fortunate and in the welfare of the communities 

in which we practice.

SERVING OUR COMMUNITIES



ACCESS LIVING (Chicago)

ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGUE 

THE ARK (Chicago)

BET TZEDEK (Los Angeles)

CABRINI GREEN LEGAL AID CLINIC (Chicago)

CATHOLIC CHARITIES IMMIGRATION 

LEGAL SERVICES (Washington, DC)

CHICAGO LAWYERS’ COMMITTEE FOR 
CIVIL RIGHTS UNDER LAW

COMMUNITY LAW PROJECT (Chicago)

CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS FOUNDATION 
OF CHICAGO

CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS FOUNDATION 

(Los Angeles)

COUNCIL FOR CHILDREN’S RIGHTS (Charlotte)

DALLAS VOLUNTEER ATTORNEY PROGRAM 

DC BAR PRO BONO PROGRAM

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE LEGAL CLINIC 

(Chicago)

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE LEGAL EMPOWER-

MENT AND APPEALS PROJECT (Washington, DC)

HOUSTON VOLUNTEER LAWYERS

HUMAN RIGHTS FIRST

HUMAN RIGHTS INITIATIVE OF NORTH 
TEXAS

IMMIGRANT DEFENDERS LAW CENTER 

(Los Angeles)

KIDS IN NEED OF DEFENSE

LAF (Chicago)

LAW CENTER TO PREVENT GUN VIOLENCE

LAWYERS FOR THE CREATIVE ARTS (Chicago)

LEGAL AID OF NORTH CAROLINA

LEGAL COUNSEL FOR THE ELDERLY  

(Washington, DC)

LEGAL COUNCIL FOR HEALTH JUSTICE 

(Chicago)

NATIONAL IMMIGRANT JUSTICE CENTER 

(Chicago)

NATIONAL VETERANS LEGAL SERVICES 

PROGRAM

PUBLIC COUNSEL LAW CENTER (Los Angeles)

SAFE ALLIANCE (Charlotte)

SOUTH BROOKLYN LEGAL SERVICES 

START SMALL THINK BIG (New York)

TEXAS ACCESS TO JUSTICE FOUNDATION 

(Houston)

TEXAS CIVIL RIGHTS PROJECT (Austin)

VOLUNTEER LEGAL SERVICES OF  

CENTRAL TEXAS (Austin)

VOLUNTEERS OF LEGAL SERVICE (New York)

WASHINGTON LAWYERS’ COMMITTEE FOR 
CIVIL RIGHTS AND URBAN AFFAIRS

 
Our Pro Bono Partners
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