
Importers and Exporters May Obtain
Confidential Treatment for Certain 
Manifest Information 

Customs and Border Protection (“Customs”) recently reminded importers and exporters of the availability of confidential
treatment of certain inward and outward vessel manifest information under Customs Regulations (19 CFR 103.31).
Manifests apply to freight and identify the names and addresses of the shipper/consignee, the type of goods shipped, the
gross weights, and the containers used in the shipment.  Generally, this information is available to the press and the public.

The Journal of Commerce and certain trade organizations compile this information in databases and then disseminate it to
the public for a fee.  When confidential certification is obtained, certain manifest information may be examined and copied
by the press, but it may not be published and may never be included on Automated Manifest System (AMS) data that is
sold to the public.  When certification for confidential treatment for inward or outward manifests is obtained, Customs
withholds from the press and public the names and addresses of the importer and the shipper/consignee, as well as
identifying marks and numbers found on vessel manifests.

Confidential treatment is granted for a two-year period, at which time the requestor must renew its application.  The
renewal certifications must be submitted to the Customs Disclosure Law Office at least 60 days prior to the expiration of
the current certification.

For Additional Information
For additional information about certification for confidential treatment of certain inward and outward vessel manifest
information, contact one of the Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP Customs and International Trade attorneys or professionals
listed below.

Direct Dial Email
Peter J. Battaglioli 202.625.3500  peter.battaglioli@kattenlaw.com  
Millissa A. Caswell 312.577.8387  millissa.caswell@kattenlaw.com  
David M. Dunbar 312.902.5315  david.dunbar@kattenlaw.com
Eric R. Rock 312.902.5228  eric.rock@kattenlaw.com 
David P. Sanders 202.625.3720  david.sanders@kattenlaw.com 
Mark S. Zolno 312.902.5436  mark.zolno@kattenlaw.com
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401 S. Tryon Street
Suite 2600
Charlotte, NC 28202-1935
704.444.2000 tel
704.444.2050  fax
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Los Angeles, CA 90067-3012
310.788.4400 tel
310.788.4471  fax

525 W. Monroe Street
Chicago, IL 60661-3693
312.902.5200 tel
312.902.1061   fax

575 Madison Avenue
New York, NY 10022-2585
212.940.8800 tel
212.940.8776  fax

5215 N. O’Connor Boulevard
Suite 200
Irving, TX 75039-3732
972.868.9058 tel
972.868.9068 fax

260 Sheridan Avenue
Suite 450
Palo Alto, CA 94306-2047
650.330.3652 tel
650.321.4746 fax

1-3 Frederick’s Place
Old Jewry
London EC2R 8AE
+44.20.7776.7620 tel
+44.20.7776.7621  fax

1025 Thomas Jefferson Street, NW
East Lobby, Suite 700
Washington, DC 20007-5201
202.625.3500 tel
202.298.7570 fax
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Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome. Some visual images used herein include actors. We are not providing you
with information about our Firm because we have targeted you as needing our services for a particular matter, and we are
not soliciting you for any particular matter or assignment. We are providing this information to make you aware of the type
and quality of legal services we provide. The material contained herein is not to be construed as legal advice or opinion. 

CIRCULAR 230 DISCLOSURE: Pursuant to Regulations governing practice before the Internal Revenue Service, any tax
advice contained herein is not intended or written to be used and cannot be used by a taxpayer for the purpose of avoiding
tax penalties that may be imposed on the taxpayer.
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