
Pro Bono and Community Service Report – September 2018 Page 1 

Victories on Behalf of Clients

Karen Dine Wins Pro Bono Victory for Vietnam Veteran
New York partner Karen Dine became involved with the National Veterans Legal Services Program, assisting veterans 
appealing decisions from the Board of Veterans’ Appeals relating to entitlement to disability benefits. With the help of 
Washington, DC partner Jerry Hall, she recently represented a Vietnam veteran suffering from service-related post-
traumatic stress disorder (PTSD). He had not been employed since 2003, largely as a result of his PTSD and his difficulty 
relating with others. The Board of Veterans’ Appeals had granted him a total disability rating as of February 2009 and 
denied it for any earlier period. They had found insufficient evidence that he was not employable because of the PTSD 
prior to that date, in part relying on a statement that the veteran had made to one doctor that he felt so put upon at 
times by his wife and family that he was considering going back to work to get away from them. 

In the brief on appeal, Karen pointed out that there was substantial evidence from his examinations that he was not 
employable because of his PTSD. She also made the point that his offhand comment about going back to work should 
not be considered evidence that he was employable, and was more likely just an expression of frustration regarding his 
situation that was likely a symptom of his PTSD. She also noted that even if he said it, there was no evidence that he 
had taken any action to seek employment or would have been able to do so. The Board’s decision was recently received, 
granting the veteran total disability benefits from December of 2006, and noting in its decision that while the veteran had 
made the statement about going back to work, there was no evidence that he “had the physical or mental ability to do 
so.” The client expressed his gratitude to the Katten team for their help. 

Chicago Team Strikes a Blow Against Transgender Discrimination
Director of pro bono services Jonathan Baum and Trusts and Estates associate Andrew McKay have secured a significant 
settlement on behalf of a transgender woman who was denied admission to a nightclub. The individual had purchased 
a ticket to a musical performance at the club, but when entrance to the club was sought, their entry pass was, without 
inquiry to them, stamped “MALE.” As alleged in complaints Jonathan and Andrew filed with the Illinois Department 
of Human Rights and the Chicago Commission on Human Relations, the individual was first denied admission because 
they were told their athletic shoes were not compliant with the club’s “upscale” dress code. The client went home and 
changed into dress shoes, returned to the club, sought admission again and was again refused, because, in the words of 
the club’s door manager, “No way in hell I’m letting a dude in a dress into the club.” 

Both the Illinois Human Rights Act and the Chicago Human Relations Ordinance prohibit discrimination in access to places 
of public accommodation on the basis of gender identity. After more than a year of negotiations, the attorneys settled the 
client’s discrimination claims in return for (1) a significant financial payment to the client; (2) an apology from the club’s 
owner; (3) a significant donation by the club to an organization that serves the LGBTQ community; (4) a commitment by 
the club to its employees undergoing nondiscrimination training; (5) a revision of the club’s dress code—and all future 
dress codes—that they be administered in a gender-neutral manner; and (6) a revision of the club’s website affirming this 
commitment to a gender-neutral dress code.

Upon being informed of the successful completion of the settlement negotiations, the client responded: “Wow!! I can’t 
believe it is finally over. I cannot express how much your representation and support has meant to me. I never would have 
imagined that such an insufferable situation would have been so effectively addressed.”
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Kyle Finnegan Wins Section 8 Settlement for Chicago Mother and Children
Last winter, a Chicago woman and her two children were facing homelessness due to her status as a Section 8 voucher 
holder. In trying to find rental property in the South Loop and Beverly neighborhoods of the city, the woman was turned 
away numerous times through text messages from realtors once she 
inquired as to whether or not they accepted Section 8 vouchers. 
With only days to go before her current lease ran out, she was given 
an extension on her voucher, and fortunately, found a place to live. 
However, the emotional turmoil of perhaps being homeless with two 
kids in Chicago in February had already taken its toll. In an effort to 
keep this from happening to others, she reached out to the Chicago 
Lawyers Committee for Civil Rights, who forwarded the matter to 
Litigation associate Kyle Finnegan. 

Kyle, having successfully represented another Chicago woman on 
a similar matter, knew that it is illegal in Chicago to condition 
the availability of rental property on the source of income of the 
applicant. Through Kyle’s efforts, a settlement was reached with 
the South Loop apartment and the leasing company for a total of $13,500. With the average settlement ranging around 
$4,000, this was a significant win. The settlement also provided for both the building and the leasing company to include 
the fact that they accept Section 8 vouchers in all of their postings and to provide training to their employees on Section 
8 voucher rules.

Washington, DC Team Gets Grant of Asylum for 16-Year-Old El Salvadorian Girl
The Washington, DC office has received further good news about the teenaged brother and sister who fled gang violence 
in El Salvador and applied for asylum in the US. As reported in the June issue of Katten Cares, approval of the brother’s 
asylum came through in May. However, for several months there was no word about his 16-year-old sister’s application. 
With the recent changes to administration policy regarding the granting of asylum to gang victims, every day of waiting 
was anxiety-ridden for the Katten team who worked on these applications, fearing that the sister’s application would be 
denied, and she would be sent back to El Salvador.

Finally, at the end of July, the Asylum Office mailed the letter informing the client and the Katten team that on May 16, 
2018, the sister was officially granted asylum. The family is overjoyed, and the brother and sister are looking forward 
to finishing high school and attending college. The Katten team consisted of Corporate partner Jane Cavanaugh, 
Intellectual Property associate Kristin Lockhart and billing specialist Mayra Fuentes, who are all as happy as the family 
at the good news! 

Chicago 2018 Summer Associates Win Vacated Convictions for CGLA Clients
A team of 2018 Katten summer associates—including Kristen Froese, Caitlin Harrington, Jillian Schurr and Ian Vitalis—
drafted and successfully argued motions to vacate criminal convictions this summer thanks to an initiative established 
through Cabrini Green Legal Aid (CGLA). When certain provisions of a dated Illinois Criminal Code gun statute were held 
unconstitutional, the CGLA found themselves with many clients who needed to have motions drafted and filed to expunge 
erroneous gun convictions from their criminal records. Due to these convictions, the clients had difficulty in, among other 
things, getting work and obtaining a place to live. 

While three of the summer associates were successful in having their clients’ convictions vacated during their first court 
visit, Ian Vitalis ran into several roadblocks—including that the prosecutor was a no-show and the court file for Ian’s client 
could not be located. This resulted in Ian and his client returning to court a total of five times. With professionalism and 

https://www.clccrul.org/
https://www.clccrul.org/
http://www.kattenlaw.com/files/407646_2018_6_katten_cares.pdf
http://cgla.net/
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courtesy, Ian worked with the court clerk to try to locate the file, and when that failed, he successfully negotiated with 
the state’s attorney and advocated to the judge that the matter should proceed without the file. “I offered to take the 
case back,” said CGLA pro bono fellow Ilana Flemming, “but Ian was determined to stick with it until he knew that the 
client’s objective had been achieved.” On the fifth attempt, Ian was successful in having the conviction vacated. The 
CGLA summer associate team was led by Litigation associate Charles DeVore.

Support for the Community

Charlotte Office Spearheads Aid to North Carolina Prisoner Legal Services
Led by Real Estate partner Amanda Christie, the Charlotte office is at the head of a jail credit project through North 
Carolina Prisoner Legal Services (NCPLS). These cases involve assisting North Carolina inmates in state prisons with 
calculating time served, and ensuring that he or she receives accurate credit towards their sentence for pre-conviction 
and post-conviction time served. Some of the rules governing what credit applies towards the ultimate sentence can 
be complicated and difficult for a prisoner to apply. Many of them reach out to NCPLS for assistance. Katten attorneys, 
in turn, take the referrals from NCPLS for individual representation and obtain information from state prison and 
county jail records, apply that information to the client’s actual sentence, and when appropriate, apply for and obtain 
additional credit for time served. Amanda organized a training program in which many of the office’s attorneys—both 
litigators and non-litigators—participated and is currently handling the first matter for NCPLS. 

The program manager for the North Carolina Pro Bono Resource Center lauded Katten for hosting the training program 
not only for its own attorneys, but for those from other firms. “Special thanks to Richard Farley,” she wrote, “for 
championing this project, recruiting attorneys, and organizing the training logistics!”

Washington, DC Attorneys Assist at DC Bar Pro Bono Clinic
A Washington, DC team of attorneys volunteered their time (and braved the torrential rain!) to assist walk-in clients 
at the DC Bar Pro Bono Program Advice and Referral Clinic. They, along with other volunteers, helped many clients at 
the clinic’s Northwest location address a wide array of legal matters. There is no final head count for the number of 
clients assisted yet, but it was a very busy day, and the DC Bar staff was thankful for our assistance. The team included 
Real Estate associate Schuyler Armstrong, Structured Finance and Securitization partner Seth Messner, Litigation 
partner Daniel Spurlock, billing coordinator Carla Blake (and her husband, Edwin, who kindly joined our efforts!) and 
accounting manager Marcia Williamson. The next volunteering session will be on Saturday, December 8. 

Chicago Office Partners With CRFC for Lawyers in the Classroom Program
A team of Katten attorneys from the Chicago office has kicked off their participation in this year’s Edward J. Lewis II 
Lawyers in the Classroom program with the Constitutional Rights Foundation Chicago (CRFC). Each year, approximately 
25 Katten attorneys volunteer at Jose de Diego Community Academy, where the firm founded the Katten de Diego 
Legal Clinic in partnership with the LAF. As part of this program, attorneys typically visit the school about 10 times 
throughout the school year and host two mock trials for approximately 60 seventh- and eighth-grade students at 
Katten’s office at the end of each school year. 

Katten hosted CFRC’s lunch and information session for the upcoming school year that was attended by over 30 Chicago 
attorneys, including Real Estate associates Emily Thomas, Jason Vismantas, Daniel Elrod, Michael Savage, Timothy 
Cross, Marie Salter and Patrick Filice and Trusts and Estates associate Ryan Mills, as well as attorneys from various 
other firms and institutions. The session helped prepare attorneys for their classroom assignments, the curriculum, 
collaborating with teacher partners and other classroom approaches. Katten attorneys will be making their first visit of 
the school year in early November. 

http://www.ncpls.org/
http://www.ncpls.org/
https://www.dcbar.org/for-the-public/help-for-individuals/advice.cfm
http://www.crfc.org/
https://www.lafchicago.org/
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London Office “Dragons” Help Inspire Children’s Business Dreams
An education business partnership called Inspire! works with 
children from disadvantaged areas in London, acting as a bridge 
between businesses and schools. Dragons Den is a UK television 
program in which successful businesspeople listen to business 
pitches with the possibility to invest. Assisted by Inspire!, the 
London office hosted a “Dragons Den”-styled event for Year 6 
students (aged 10–11).

Working in teams of four to six, approximately 50 Year 6 students 
spent a week forming mock companies, inventing a new product 
to solve a problem of their choice, writing a business plan and 
preparing a pitch. At the end of the week they pitched their product 
to the Katten “Dragons”—deputy managing partner Terry Green, 
counsel Michael Speranza, associate Laura Meehan and office services assistant Jim Barker. At the end of the day, 
three teams were awarded with either a Best Presentation, Best Teamwork or Best Innovation award.

Katten Chicago Donates Hundreds of Classroom Supplies
To help hundreds of Chicago students start the year off right, the Chicago office donated school supplies to the 
Chicago Public Schools’ Jose de Diego Community Academy, which serves the city’s Humboldt Park and Wicker Park 
neighborhoods.

A recent report by the National Center for Education Statistics 
found that 94 percent of public school teachers pay for classroom 
supplies without reimbursement, spending an average of nearly 
$500 a year. To help offset those costs, the Chicago office organized 
a school supply drive for attorneys and business professionals, who 
donated hundreds of pencils, notebooks, crayons, pens, folders 
and backpacks for students and provided the school with additional 
financial donations.

“This generous donation will be a huge help to our teachers who 
work hard to make sure our students have all the supplies they need 
throughout the school year. Providing these classroom essentials 
is one more way Katten makes a difference in the lives of our 
students,” said principal Jacqueline Menoni. “We are fortunate and 
thankful to have Katten as a partner. The attorneys’ dedication of 
time and resources has been invaluable to our school.” Read more 
in the Chicago Daily Law Bulletin.

Since 2011, Katten has partnered with Jose de Diego Community 
Academy, organizing a holiday book drive, participating in 
the Lawyers in the Classroom program to help students better 
understand the legal system and learn about law-related careers, 
and providing pro bono legal counsel to residents at the Katten 
de Diego Legal Clinic, which is open once a month during the 
school year. 

http://www.inspire-ebp.org.uk/
http://josedediego.org/
https://www.kattenlaw.com/files/69025_LB-reprintJul17-2014.pdf
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Honors

Katten Honors Attorneys at 19th Annual Pro Bono Service Awards
This year, Katten honored several of our attorneys for their outstanding pro bono service at the firm’s 19th annual Pro 
Bono Service Awards. Their many accomplishments are described in detail here.

The ceremonies, held at Katten offices across our footprint, recognized partners and associates, transactional lawyers 
and litigators for their extraordinary commitment to using their legal skills on behalf of those in need. Each recipient, 
highlighted below, also received an honorarium to donate to the charity of his or her choice. 

Mark Grossmann Receives Torch of Liberty Award 
From the Anti-Defamation League
Mark Grossmann, global head of Katten’s Corporate practice, 
was honored by the Anti-Defamation League (ADL) Midwest for his 
demonstration of exceptional commitment to diversity, equality 
and justice, and as an individual whose everyday actions exemplify 
the principles on which the ADL was founded. “The ADL reminds us 
that we must support all people no matter what their background or 
beliefs are,” said Mark. “Without organizations like ADL, we have no 
chance to prevent hate and defamation from overtaking our society.”

• Noah Balch 
Partner, Litigation

• Cristina Bautista 
Associate, Insolvency and Restructuring

• Zachary Denver 
Associate, Litigation

• Brandon Hadley 
Partner, Transactional Tax Planning

• David Halberstadter 
Partner, Litigation

• Genus Heidary 
Associate, Litigation

• Joanna Hill 
Associate, Litigation

• Johnjerica Hodge 
Associate, Litigation

• Timothy Knudsen 
Associate, Corporate

• Seth Messner 
Partner, Structured Finance and Securitization

• Nick Morrel 
Associate, Environmental and Workplace Safety

• Cynthia Reed 
Associate, Trusts and Estates

• Scott Resnik 
Partner, Litigation

• Elizabeth Hermann Smith 
Associate, Commercial Finance

• Lindsey Smith 
Associate, Litigation

• Steven Solow 
Partner, Litigation

• John Sun 
Associate, Structured Finance and Securitization

• Peter Wilson 
Partner, Litigation

Honorable Mention

• Guy Dempsey 
Of Counsel, Financial Services

http://www.kattenlaw.com/files/443050_2018_pro_bono_service_awards_program.pdf
https://chicago.adl.org/
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Mark is actively involved in multiple philanthropic efforts in the 
local community, including his support of Camp Kesem, which 
operates free summer camps for children who have been impacted 
by a parent’s cancer, and Gardeneers, a nonprofit organization 
that cultivates school gardens to give students in food desert 
communities access to healthy food, hands-on food education 
programming and gardening skills. 

In November, Mark will embark on a work trip, together with former 
Chicago mayor and of counsel Richard M. Daley, to Shanghai, where 
a monument and memorial stand at the Shanghai Jewish Refugees 
Museum dedicated to the Jews who found a safe haven there during 
the Holocaust. Amid the more than 13,500 names etched on the 111-foot-long copper wall are the names of Mark’s 
parents, Heymann and Else Grossman—a permanent reminder of his family’s story of survival despite the intolerance they 
faced in the world.

Tanya Russell Recognized as 2018 Supervisor of the Year
For over a decade, the Los Angeles—Century City office has sponsored a summer intern through the Constitutional Rights 
Foundation’s (CRF) Expanding Horizons Internship Program. The CRF interns are first generation, college-bound juniors 
from under-resourced and often overcrowded high schools in the Los 
Angeles area. The program is designed to develop the knowledge, 
skills and attitudes of these students to help them engage in the 
world beyond high school. These coveted internships are not only 
their first experience working in a professional environment, but also, 
for many, their first job. 

The guiding force behind this program is Tanya Russell, director 
of administration for the California offices. Over this past summer, 
intern Kota Ohashi was especially touched by Tanya’s guidance and 
influence. As a result of Tanya’s dedicated supervision, she was 
recognized as the 2018 Supervisor of the Year by the Constitutional 
Rights Foundation. A well-deserved honor!

Fundraising for the Public Good

Washington, DC Office Recognized as Top Contributor in Legal Aid 2017 Generous 
Associates Campaign
Generous associates throughout the DC legal community raised a record-shattering $1.79 million for the Legal Aid 
Society of the District of Columbia from their colleagues and firms in 2017, with Katten’s DC office being recognized as 
one of the top five contributors in their size category, donating a whopping $32,313!

Litigation associate Genus Heidary and Transactional Tax Planning associate Sarah Ma spearheaded the Katten 2017 
campaign that was responsible for the great results. The Generous Associates Campaign is a fundraising drive run by 
Washington, DC associates that kicked-off June 1, 2017. The critical funds raised allow the Legal Aid Society of the 
District of Columbia to continue to provide free legal services to the neediest members of the DC community in the 
areas of domestic violence/family, housing, public benefits and consumer law.

http://campkesem.org/
http://gardeneers.org/
http://crf-usa.org/
http://crf-usa.org/
https://www.legalaiddc.org/
https://www.legalaiddc.org/
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Chicago Team Takes to the Streets for Race Judicata
Attorneys and business professionals from the Chicago office came 
out to show their support of Chicago Volunteer Legal Services (CVLS) 
by participating in the Race Judicata 5K run/walk on September 13. 
Every year, Katten is proud to sponsor the race and CVLS. It is a great 
way for Katten employees to have fun outside of the office, while 
helping an excellent nonprofit serve families in the Chicago area. 

Among Katten’s runners were Real Estate partner Andrew Hamm, 
Litigation associates Abi Oladokun and Shannon Gross, Corporate 
associate Tim Knudsen, as well as the director of pro bono services 
Jonathan Baum. Katten’s staff also showed tremendous support, 
with 22 runners and walkers completing the race. It all ended with 
joyous festivities commemorating the completion of the race and 
another fantastic year for CVLS. Katten looks forward to supporting 
their efforts for years to come.

Katten Team Competes in Special Olympics Southern California Plane Pull
Katten was proud to sponsor and participate in the 13th annual Special Olympics Southern California Plane Pull at 
Long Beach Airport on August 18. The event tested a team of attorneys, staff, family and friends from the firm’s four 
California offices, as they attempted to be the fastest to pull a 
124,000-pound FedEx Boeing 757 airplane 12 feet down the runway 
to help raise awareness and funding for athletes with intellectual 
disabilities. The team was led by honorary co-pilot Rachel 
Osterbach, a Special Olympics athlete, global messenger and cast 
member of A&E’s “Born This Way” reality TV series.

In the end, the team tugged the jet in 6.95 seconds, only 1.5 
seconds slower than the winner. Los Angeles—Century City partner 
David Halberstadter said, “We wanted to be more involved in an 
organization that has a massive impact on Southern California, and 
not just for lawyers in the firm, but those altogether with their 
families to support an organization with a mission that touches so 
many families.”

Washington, DC Office Raises Money and Food for 
Capital Area Food Bank
Katten attorneys and staff took to the water in kayaks for their 
fourth annual regatta to raise financial support for the Capital Area 
Food Bank as part of the 10th annual Food From the Bar campaign. 
During the month-long campaign, the team collected 373 pounds of 
food and $7,624! Congratulations go to this year’s regatta winners 
Real Estate associate Max Hsu and staff attorney Ryan Gofus. 
Special thanks go to Human Resources administrative manager 
Staci Thompson and coordinator Karen Kelly, as well as office 
events coordinator Toufik Sbihi for their help in organizing Katten’s 
participation in this event.

https://www.cvls.org/
https://www.sosc.org/
https://www.capitalareafoodbank.org/10th-anniversary-food-from-the-bar/
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Katten Dallas Team Raises Funds Through Fantasy Football Event
Corporate partner Joseph Hoffman and his wife, Annabel, co-
chaired the 25th Annual Fantasy Football Draft Night, celebrating 
the 50th anniversary of The Warren Center, which advocates, serves 
and empowers children and families impacted by developmental 
delays and disabilities. Katten and the Hoffmans were draft 
sponsors of the event at which attendees—including several Katten 
attorneys and business professionals—created their own fantasy 
football teams and competed against one another in hopes of 
winning the grand prize: two season tickets to the Dallas Cowboys. 

This year’s event raised a record $375,000 for The Warren  
Center through sponsorships, table sales, silent and live auctions, 
and donations.

Katten Shows Lawyers Have Heart in Race to Raise 
Funds for the American Heart Association
Since 1991, runners and walkers from the legal community have 
joined together to change the heart health of Washington, DC, 
through the American Heart Association’s Lawyers Have Heart 10K 
race and 5K walk. This year, Katten participated in the event and 
sponsored young runners from the Hyde-Addison Elementary School 
Running Club, who took part in the race with their coaches. Before 
the race, the running club and Katten participants shared snacks 
and refreshments in our Washington, DC office, as well.

Please send comments, suggestions and news about interesting pro bono cases and 
matters you’ve been involved with, as well as any non-legal community service work 
you’re doing, to jonathan.baum@kattenlaw.com.

https://www.thewarrencenter.org/event/fantasy-football/
http://lawyershaveheartdc.org/

