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In This Issue: Katten Suit on Behalf of Terrorized African-
American Homeowner Attracts Wide Public 
Notice
Jonathan Baum, Director of Pro Bono Services, and Chicago Litigation and Dispute 
Resolution associate William Kraus are working with the Chicago Lawyers’ Committee 
for Civil Rights Under Law, Inc. to represent an African-American family in a Chicago 
suburb in a hate crime lawsuit. Filed in Cook County Circuit Court, the suit alleges that the 
Howe family’s white neighbor has perpetrated a continuing pattern of racially motivated 
intimidation and harassment against the Howes for the more than four years that both 
parties have lived on the same block. According to the lawsuit, the neighbor has repeatedly 
referred to family members using the N-word and other racial slurs; followed the Howe 
children around the neighborhood in her car, often coming within inches of them; attempted 
to instigate physical altercations with the children; and on at least one occasion told the 
family to leave the neighborhood. The lawsuit seeks damages for the Howe family’s 
emotional distress, pain and suffering, punitive damages, and a permanent injunction 
barring the neighbor from contact with the family. As Jonathan states, “Our goal is to secure 
compensation for the denial of the Howe family’s rights and for the extreme emotional 
distress they have been forced to endure. We hope that by bringing this suit, justice will be 
served, and others will be deterred from engaging in this type of racist and abusive conduct.” 
The filing of the suit attracted wide public notice, with reports in several newspapers 
including the Chicago Tribune, and Chicago-area TV stations (WGN, abc7, CBS, Fox News 
Chicago).

Washington, DC Attorney Assists 
NAACP in Aiding Low-Income 
Atlantic City Tenants
Washington, DC Litigation and Dispute Resolution associate William McGonigle worked 
with the Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under Law to help the NAACP represent 
a number of low-income housing tenants in Atlantic City, New Jersey. The tenants live 
in apartment buildings that were funded, in part, with grants from HUD. When a state 
agency recently attempted to acquire the apartment buildings (first through an agreement 
with the building owners and then through condemnation) for the purpose of revitalizing 
the area around the local casinos, it had no plans in place for resettling these tenants. Due 
to the impact on the housing market from Hurricane Sandy, the tenants were faced with 
considerable hardship when trying to locate comparable housing. The team’s research led 
to the conclusion that the tenants might have a claim under the federal Fair Housing Act, as 
the state agency’s revitalization plans targeted areas where the tenants were predominantly 
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minorities. The findings were presented to HUD, which then led to an investigation and now a mediation. While the tenants may 
eventually be required to find new housing, they may now at least receive increased support from the state agency in their search for 
comparable, affordable housing.

LAF Names Keith Forrest “Volunteer of the Year”
On February 6, LAF honored Chicago Litigation paralegal 
supervisor Keith Forrest as a “Volunteer of the Year” at its 
annual volunteer appreciation event. Keith was recognized for 
his leadership role in the Katten Legal Clinic at Jose de Diego 
Community Academy, where Katten staff partner with LAF to 
provide legal assistance to low-income families of students enrolled 
at the school.

Becky Lindahl Honored by Charlotte 
Domestic Violence Group
Charlotte Litigation and Dispute Resolution associate Becky Lindahl was recognized as a “Commitment to Justice” award winner at 
the Barrister’s Ball on March 29. The ball, of which Katten was a sponsor, benefits the Legal Representation Project of Safe Alliance, 
which strives to promote the highest ideals of professionalism, public service and access to the legal system by providing free legal 
representation to victims as they navigate the court system to obtain domestic violence protective orders. Becky also served as the 
chair of the Barrister Ball committee.  

Chicago Attorney Represents YouthBuild Lake 
County in Real Estate Deal
Chicago Real Estate associate Patrick Filice represented YouthBuild Lake County (YBLC) in the 
sale of a home built by program participants. YBLC provides education opportunities and job training 
skills—including building affordable homes in North Chicago for low-income homebuyers—to those youth in Lake County who need 
it most. Sarah Ciampi, Senior Planner in Affordable Housing for Lake County, which provided the buyer with a subsidy, called Patrick 
“by far one of the best attorneys I have worked with.” Patrick will work with YBLC on the sale of two more homes in the fall. 
 

Grateful Pro Bono Client Becomes Naturalized US Citizen
In January, former Katten pro bono client Haissam Mahamat Adam, a Chadian refugee, 
was naturalized as a US citizen. He previously fled violence in Chad and obtained asylum 
in 2008 with the assistance of Chicago Government and Public Finance associate Chad 
Doobay. Today, Haissam works at an electronics shop in Manhattan, lives in Queens and 
attends college with plans for graduate school in engineering. After the naturalization 
ceremony, he sent the following message to Chad:

Thank you Chad, without your help I could have not done it. May God continue 
to bless you, your families and [the] United States. This long journey can happen 
only in the United States, I’m very proud to be an American. My journey [has] 
just begun, and I will not rest until I finish all the challenges and obstacles of the 
school. The big part of my journey is finished; the rest we shall overcome. 
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New York and Los Angeles Offices Defend Against Copyright “Bully” 
Los Angeles – Century City Litigation and Dispute Resolution partner Kristin Holland and associates Meegan Maczek, Rebecca 
Ganz and Nicole Shimoda are currently representing Ms. Siri Galliano in a copyright infringement and defamation action pending 
in federal court in Los Angeles. Ms. Galliano, a Pilates instructor who owns a studio in Big Bear Lake, is being sued for allegedly 
copying photographs of Joseph Pilates, the founder of Pilates, and old Pilates training manuals. The plaintiff previously wreaked 
havoc on the Pilates community in the 1990s when he sought to enforce his purported trademark over “Pilates.” He ultimately lost 
that battle because “Pilates” was too generic to be trademarked, but not before forcing many small-studio owners out of business. 
The team is preparing an anti-SLAPP motion on the defamation claims and investigating the validity of the copyrights. Ms. Galliano 
is very grateful, and has even generously offered to teach a Pilates class to the Los Angeles office. New York Litigation and Dispute 
Resolution partner Alan Friedman and associate Jessica Garrett won dismissal of a previous lawsuit against Ms. Galliano filed in 
federal court in New York on the ground that the court lacked personal jurisdiction over the defendant.

Two Federal Courts Reject Challenges to 
Post-Newtown Gun Laws
In two cases where Katten attorneys represent amici gun safety organizations, 
federal district courts have rejected constitutional challenges to bans on assault 
weapons and large capacity ammunition magazines (LCAMs) enacted by the 
states of New York and Connecticut in the wake of the December 2012 Newtown 
tragedy. On December 31, 2013, Judge William Skretny of the US District Court 
for the Western District of New York upheld the New York bans, and on January 30, 
2014, Judge Alfred Covello of the US District Court for the District of Connecticut 
upheld the Connecticut bans. Both judges held that, as argued in the Katten briefs, 
the bans on assault weapons and LCAMs are substantially related to the states’ important interest in public safety and crime control 
such as to trump any Second Amendment right to possess these weapons. Director of Pro Bono Services Jonathan Baum and New 
York Litigation and Dispute Resolution partner Alan Friedman and associate Mark Ciani represent the Law Center to Prevent 
Gun Violence and Moms Demand Action for Gun Sense in America in both cases, New Yorkers Against Gun Violence in the New 
York case, and Connecticut Against Gun Violence and Cleveland School Remembers in the Connecticut case. Both district court 
decisions have been appealed to the US Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit, where the Katten team will continue to represent 
these organizations. 

Katten’s Support for Center on Wrongful Convictions Noted by 
Bluhm Legal Clinic
Katten funded a fellowship with Northwestern University’s Center on Wrongful Convictions (CWC) as noted on the Bluhm Legal 
Clinic Partnerships webpage. Under Katten’s First Year Public Service Fellowship Program, Chicago Litigation and Dispute 
Resolution associate Erin Topp spent a year, sponsored by Katten, working for CWC, litigating on behalf of numerous CWC clients, 
working with clinic law students, and being the lead writer on a grant application resulting in the receipt of a $250,000 federal grant 
to staff the CWC’s new Women’s Project, which provides public education and focused legal support for women who are wrongfully 
convicted, and is the first of its kind in the nation. 

Katten Helps Client Obtain Social Security Benefits
As part of the Katten Legal Clinic at Jose de Diego Community Academy, Chicago Litigation and Dispute Resolution partner Alex 
Vesselinovitch and incoming Katten associate Emily Thomas (Northwestern ’14) successfully represented a client before the Social 
Security Administration. Through their efforts, the widow now receives monthly social security benefits and may also qualify for 
caregiver benefits. 
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Houston Associate Serves as Guardian Ad Litem for Young 
Nicaraguan Refugee
Houston Environmental associate Laura Schut has been appointed as guardian ad litem in a case involving a 17-year old Nicaraguan 
girl whose mother is deceased and whose father abandoned her as a young child. The girl fled from an area where rape and other 
violent crime is endemic. She is seeking legal status in the United States under a statute that enables minors to achieve legal status in 
the instance of parental death, abandonment, abuse or neglect.

Chicago Team Wins Settlement for Prisoner
Chicago Litigation and Dispute Resolution associates Elizabeth McDonald and Katherine Paulson reached a successful resolution 
to the firm’s court-appointed representation of an Illinois inmate in a prisoner’s rights case when they negotiated a settlement with the 
Illinois Attorney General’s Office earlier this month. The client, Mr. Foster, filed a 42 U.S.C. § 1983 claim against three correctional 
officers in the Illinois Department of Corrections officers when he was attacked by his cellmate in February 2010, which culminated 
in several serious injuries, including the cellmate biting off part of Mr. Foster’s ear. Mr. Foster’s lawsuit alleged that two of the 
officers acted with deliberate indifference to his health and safety in violation of his Eighth Amendment rights when they denied his 
requests to be separated from his cellmate with a history of violence every day for a month preceding the attack. The lawsuit also 
alleged that the officer who was on duty during the attack was deliberately indifferent to Mr. Foster’s health and safety when the 
officer walked by Mr. Foster’s cell during the fight several times but failed to break up the fight and ignored Mr. Foster’s pleas for 
help. The district court granted summary judgment in favor of the first two defendants, but Mr. Foster’s claim against the on-duty 
officer proceeded to a two-day trial in June 2013 in the US District Court for the Northern District of Illinois. After the jury reached 
a verdict for the defendant, the Katten team filed a notice of appeal to the US Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit, with the 
assistance of Washington, DC Appellate and Supreme Court Litigation partner Howard Rubin and Litigation and Dispute Resolution 
associate Rob Smith. After filing the appeal, Katten attorneys negotiated a favorable settlement for Mr. Foster, and the case is now 
resolved. Mr. Foster says that he is happy with the result and he is extremely grateful to Katten for their representation in this matter.  

Chicago Attorney Authors Report on Solutions 
for Internally Displaced Bosnians
Chicago Government and Public Finance associate Chad Doobay recently released the final report related to his survey of residents 
of a center for the internally displaced in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Chad carried out his research through the Humanity in Action 
(HIA) organization, which seeks to educate and promote the protection of the human rights of minority groups.  Chad traveled to 
Bosnia in 2010 and 2012 seeking to understand the reasons people remain in internal displacement nearly two decades after the 
signing of the Dayton Peace Accords in 1995. Chad and colleagues from HIA surveyed the residents of one of Bosnia’s 159 collective 
centers for the most vulnerable of the internally displaced in order to identify ways to achieve durable solutions. The report, provided 
to the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees in Bosnia and others active in advocacy for the internally displaced in 
Bosnia, seeks to link the obligations and opportunities within international human rights law and international humanitarian law to 
the present situation for the most vulnerable of Bosnia’s remaining internally displaced. 

Please send comments, suggestions and news about interesting pro bono cases and matters you’ve been involved with, as well as any non-legal 
community service work you’re doing, to jonathan.baum@kattenlaw.com.
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