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Letter from the

Chairman and CEO

Dear clients and friends, 

It is our great pleasure to share with you our fi rm’s fi rst annual 
review—a celebration of the important work on which we partnered 
with our clients last year and the developments at Katten that enable 
us to continue delivering the superior service that our clients expect 
of us. 2015 was a fantastic year for our fi rm and one that was best 
characterized by the theme for this inaugural review—focus. 

First and foremost is always our focus on the clients that turn to us for 
guidance with their most challenging legal and business issues. Our 
client relationships are partnerships—whether we’ve been entrenched 
with a client’s business for years or are called in to address specifi c 
situations. We approach these partnerships with legal creativity and 
business practicality, always making our priority how best to serve 
our client partners. To ensure that we continue to deliver service 
that is most valuable to our clients, we asked you. We both met with 
clients through our formal feedback program to understand exactly 
how we can best serve you. We formalized client teams comprised of 
cross-disciplinary attorneys to build industry knowledge that we can 
share with you. We responded to our clients’ increasing concerns over 
cybersecurity and upgraded our technology to assure our clients of the 
safety of their information. We invested in knowledge management 
tools that drive the effi ciencies our clients demand. Together with the 
highest quality legal and business advice we provide, these efforts 
gave our clients continued confi dence in our focus on them. We are 
proud of the deals, cases, matters and issues we tackled together in 
2015, highlights of which we feature on these pages.

Additionally, we focused our attention on the growth of our team in 
key practices and markets. Last year saw the arrival of more than a 
dozen lateral partners and senior lawyers in our Chicago, New York, 
Washington, DC, Los Angeles, Houston, Charlotte, San Francisco Bay 
Area, Shanghai and London locations, reinforcing our strengths in 
fi nancial services, private equity and environmental and workplace 
safety, among others. Eighteen additional lawyers were elevated to 
our partnership, adding further depth to our ranks and offering clients 
consistency in the attorney teams with which they work as our lawyers 
advance in their careers.

Finally, we maintained our focus on the communities in which we live 
and work—a core component of who we are as a fi rm. We achieved 
signifi cant pro bono contribution from our lawyers (totaling nearly 
150,000 hours of service in the last fi ve years alone), continued the 
long-standing partnerships we enjoy with local schools and mentorship 
programs, and donated to more than 300 charitable and nonprofi t 
organizations through our philanthropic initiative, Katten Cares.

It has been our privilege to partner with you in 2015 and we look 
forward to working alongside you throughout 2016 and beyond.

VINCENT A.F. SERGI
Chairman

NOAH S. HELLER
Chief Executive Offi cer



Katten at a Glance

13 locations
in the United States,

the United Kingdom

and China

More than 600 attorneys

Advised nearly 

half 

of the 

Fortune 100 

in 2015

Antitrust and Competition
China
Commercial Finance
Corporate
Employee Benefi ts and Executive
    Compensation
Employment Law and Litigation
Environmental and Workplace Safety
Financial Services
Government and Public Finance
Infrastructure and P3
Insolvency and Restructuring
Intellectual Property
Litigation and Dispute Resolution
Privacy, Data and Cybersecurity
Real Estate
Structured Finance and Securitization
Tax Planning
Trusts and Estates

Automotive
Aviation
Captive Insurance
Construction
Energy
Entertainment and Media
Entrepreneurial Ventures
Fashion
Financial Institutions
Funds
Health Care
Hospitality
Insurance and Risk Management
Pharmaceutical and Life Sciences
Private Client Services
Real Estate
Retail Landlord
Sports and Sports Facilities
Technology

More than 100 specialized practices serving

clients in dozens of industries.
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Focus on

Client Service
FINANCE 
The fi rm’s fi nance capabilities span multiple industries and a variety of 
structures and asset types. Across the fi rm, our team closed hundreds 
of fi nancings in 2015.

Katten’s Commercial Finance group handled in excess of 300 debt fi nancing 
transactions last year, representing banks, fi nance companies, joint 
venturers, funds and other debt investors in various fi nancing structures. 
Our clients included those that were among the most active in the private 
equity-backed middle market, leading the industry in volume, complexity 
and sophistication. Our transactions included leveraged buyouts and 
acquisition fi nancings; refi nancings; dividend recapitalizations; cross-
border debt facilities; add-on acquisitions and growth capital facilities; 
workouts and restructurings; debtor-in-possession and exit fi nancings; 
senior secured, second lien, unitranche and junior capital investments; 
and bilateral and broadly syndicated credits. Our matters involved, 
among others, the following industries: manufacturing, services, media 
and software, health care, franchise, and insurance. The market remained 
robust and very competitive during 2015, and our breadth and depth of 
knowledge enabled our group to respond to the demand. 

Our Structured Finance and Securitization practice was ranked among 
the “Top Five Issuer Counsel” for the volume of asset-backed and 
mortgage-backed securities the team handled in the United States 
in 2015 by Asset-Backed Alert. Our attorneys advised a variety of 
market participants—from issuers, underwriters, placement agents 
and collateral managers to investors, swap counterparties, credit 
enhancers, rating agencies and servicers in industries including 
automobile, real estate, marketplace lending and aircraft—including 
representations on behalf of Ford Motor Credit, General Motors 
Financial, Volvo Financial Services, Fannie Mae, JPMorgan, Morgan 
Stanley, Deutsche Bank and Fortress Investments. The transactions 
we handled last year included securitizations of consumer receivables—
such as auto loans and leases, residential mortgages, single-family 
rentals and on-line consumer loans—and commercial receivables—such 
as equipment leases, corporate loans and merchant cash advances. We 
also advised clients on regulatory and consumer protection matters, 
including privacy, collections, credit reporting and usury issues.

Our Real Estate Finance group closed more than 500 deals across 
almost all asset types—land, offi ce, retail, hotel, industrial, residential, 
multifamily, condominium, golf course, resort and agricultural—
involving a variety of structures, including CMBS-related fi nancings, 
syndicated fi nancings and mezzanine fi nancings. Katten represented 
the pension fund that owns 1211 Avenue of the Americas in New York 
City (the headquarters of News Corporation/21st Century Fox) as the 
borrower of a $1.035 billion permanent loan from JPMorgan Chase, 
Citibank and Morgan Stanley. We also represented General Electric 
Capital Corporation and its affi liates with respect to the sale of a $1.56 
billion mortgage loan pool made up of 44 mortgage loans to Deutsche 
Bank AG NY Branch and German American Capital Corporation. 
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FINANCIAL SERVICES 
The exceptional work of Katten’s Financial Services group in 2015 
refl ects the industry’s latest trends in regulation, litigation and 
transactional matters. 

Katten represented Angel Oak Capital Advisors, LLC in connection 
with the sale of a large portfolio of non-prime loans that it purchased 
from an affi liated mortgage company to a securitization vehicle 
being sponsored by an affi liate of the advisory entity—
involving the fi rst non-prime mortgage securitization 
since the fi nancial crisis of 2008. Katten provided 
ongoing advice to the relevant funds, including 
in connection with the purchase of the relevant 
loans, and assisted Angel Oak in creating the 
securitization vehicle and structuring the 
sale of the loans. In 2015, Katten also acted 
as deal counsel to three parties—Axonic 
Capital LLC (manager to Axonic IDF LLC, 
an insurance-dedicated fund (IDF)); Marble 
Hill Advisors LLC (manager of Marble Hill 
Funds LLC (TDF™ Platform)); and Crown 
Global Insurance Group, LLC, an insurance 
company from which the TDF™ Platform may 
purchase privately placed variable annuity 
contracts, the premiums of which will be invested 
in the Axonic IDF. Katten also represented a leading 
alternative investment management fi rm in the acquisition 
of an investment bank’s hedge fund of funds business, which was 
structured as an acquisition of the investment management contracts 
to manage a portfolio of more than 15 multi-manager hedge funds 
and managed futures fund of funds, including a publicly registered 
fund, with total assets under management of more than $1 billion. In 
addition, we guided the fi rm through varied regulatory and other legal 
hurdles inherent in the complexity of the transaction’s structure and 
diversity of fund strategies.

Complementing our transactional and regulatory capabilities, Katten’s 
Financial Services Litigation team handled a variety of high-profi le 
matters in 2015. These included the representation of an investment 

bank in response to allegations that it and other banks manipulated 
the London Interbank Offered Rate (LIBOR) and included directing 
all aspects of the bank’s internal investigation and response to far-
reaching discovery requests, conducting presentations to regulators, 
and managing the sweeping consolidated litigation and related appeals 
as well as the representation of 10 major institutions (both US and non-
US) in defending against allegations of under-reporting or misreporting 
of large option positions, which required internal reviews, remediation, 

negotiation of relevant settlement documents and extensive 
work with US regulators. Katten litigators also represented 

a large fi nancial institution in all elements of a complex 
SEC enforcement investigation concerning the 

operation of alternative trading systems or “dark 
pools” and succeeded in having a follow-on 

putative class action dismissed with prejudice 
in the district court.

PRIVATE EQUITY
Our Private Equity team had a very successful 

2015, handling a multitude of transactions 
across a variety of industries, including health 

care, manufacturing, real estate, education, 
retail and insurance. We represented private 

equity sponsors and their portfolio companies, family 
offi ces, and other institutional investors, lenders and 

management teams. 

Key deals included our representation of Meritas, LLC (a portfolio 
company of longtime client Sterling Partners) in the approximately 
$560 million sale of a portfolio of six premium K–12 schools in North 
America, Switzerland and China to Nord Anglia Education, a deal 
in which the international composition of the portfolio and a prior 
spinoff of four schools involved complex tax structures. Attorneys in 
our Shanghai offi ce and Intellectual Property practice assisted with 
discrete elements of the transaction. 

We represented Dot Family Holdings and Svoboda Capital Partners in the 
acquisition of Grabber Construction Products, Inc., a leading distributor 
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of construction-related products, from Grabber’s employee stock owner-
ship plan (ESOP). Our Employee Benefi ts and Executive Compensation 
attorneys assisted with complicated structuring aspects of this deal. 

Longtime client Prairie Capital retained us for the recapitalization of 
Premier Dealer Services (PDS), an integrated provider of vehicle service 
contracts and related auto warranty products. Prairie Capital partnered 
with PDS’s owner and the members of the senior management team to 
recapitalize the company in support of its continued growth. Katten’s 
Insurance attorneys helped address the myriad of issues relating to 
PDS’s insurance contracts. 

In addition, Katten represented Frontenac Company in the sale of 
Ohio Transmission Corporation, a leading technical distributor of 
highly engineered motion control, pump and air compressor products, 
to Irving Place Capital. We advised Frontenac on a highly complex 
transaction structure, resulting in a tax-effi cient sale and limited post-
closing exposure. 

In 2015, we had several fund formation assignments, including our 
representation of the private equity group of Brown Brothers 
Harriman & Co. in the formation of BBH Capital Partners V, which 
closed with $800 million in commitments. BBH Capital Partners V 
is a private equity fund that makes control and signifi cant minority 
investments in growing lower-middle market companies.

For those private equity sponsors invested in real estate assets, we 
represented Ivanhoe Cambridge and Callahan Capital Properties in the 
acquisition of 1095 Avenue of the Americas in Midtown Manhattan, also 
known as Three Bryant Park. The fi rms purchased the 1.2-million-square-
foot offi ce tower for $2.2 billion—making it the second-most expensive 
sale of an offi ce building in US history. In connection with the closing, 
the Katten team also closed a single-asset, securitized debt fi nancing 
in the amount of $1.35 billion. Katten also represented The Blackstone 
Group L.P. in numerous transactions, including transactions related to 
the asset management and disposition of assets acquired by Blackstone 
as part of its purchase of a substantial portion of the real estate assets 
of General Electric Capital Corporation.

LITIGATION AND DISPUTE RESOLUTION
In 2015, our Litigation and Dispute Resolution practice was prolifi c, 
earning victories and securing settlements for public and private 
companies in every major industry, ranging from regulatory matters 
and class action lawsuits to antitrust matters and other complex 
commercial and criminal litigation. 

Matters of note include our representation of Angie’s List, the well-
known operator of an online consumer review service and marketplace, 
to represent both the company and certain of its current and former 
offi cers and directors who were named as defendants in two putative 
securities class action complaints and in related derivative litigation. 
After the securities class actions were consolidated, Katten fi led a 
motion to dismiss, arguing that the plaintiff had failed to state a claim. 
The court granted the motion in its entirety and subsequently entered 
judgment in favor of Angie’s List and the individual defendants. The 
derivative actions were later voluntarily dismissed, thereby resulting 
in a complete victory for our clients.

On another high-profi le case, we are lead counsel to an indenture 
trustee for $6.4 billion fi rst-lien notes issued by Caesars Entertainment 
Operating Company, owner and operator of Caesars Palace Las 
Vegas Hotel and Casino and 38 owned or managed gaming and resort 
properties located in 14 states and fi ve countries, operating primarily 
under the Caesars, Harrah’s and Horseshoe brand names. The Chapter 
11 case is pending in the US Bankruptcy Court for the Northern District 
of Illinois. 

We achieved a signifi cant victory for our client, international shopping 
center owner Westfi eld, when its Wheaton, Maryland shopping center 
was sued by a tenant for a supposed breach of the tenant’s lease. The 
tenant alleged 24 counts, seeking more than $40 million in damages. 
After successfully moving to have six counts dismissed, we fi led a 
motion for summary judgment on all of the tenant’s claims, which 
the court granted on all but fi ve counts. We fi led a second summary 
judgment motion on the remaining fi ve counts, which the court 
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partially granted, reducing the damages alleged by the tenant to the 
nominal amount of $5. As a result of both rulings, Westfi eld was able to 
obtain a favorable settlement of the case.

Litigators across our specialized areas achieved countless other 
victories, including representation in intellectual property disputes, 
such as the case defending longtime client Microsoft in connection 
with the company’s ability to enforce its intellectual property relating 
to its groundbreaking holographic products; and the successful 
representation of a myriad of clients in highly sensitive and confi dential 
internal investigations and matters before state attorneys 
general, the Department of Justice, the Securities and 
Exchange Commission, and other governmental 
agencies. In addition to cases handled directly 
by the fi rm, the interdisciplinary prowess of 
our lawyers was relied upon in high-profi le 
litigations like the widely publicized $3.2 
billion tax fraud trial of Sam Wyly, wherein 
the national head of Katten’s Trust and 
Estates and Private Client Services groups 
was called as an expert witness.

ENVIRONMENTAL AND 
WORKPLACE SAFETY
In 2015, our nationally recognized Environmental 
and Workplace Safety practice brought the full 
scope of its capabilities to bear on behalf of our clients 
in the energy, oil and gas, chemical, manufacturing, and 
natural resources industries, among others. Companies such as 
BMW, Chevron USA, ExxonMobil, General Electric, General Motors, 
Southern Company, Tesoro and Wood Group, and trade associations 
such as the Aerospace Industries Association, Air Permitting Forum, 
Auto Industry Forum, Chemical Safety Advocacy Group and Texas 
Oil & Gas Association turned to our lawyers on matters ranging from 
high-stakes incident response and worker safety issues to complex 
regulatory matters, investigations, and criminal and civil litigation. 

We were involved in some of the most high-profi le environmental 
issues at the national and state levels in 2015. We advised and 
prepared the regulatory comments on the Environmental Protection 
Agency’s (EPA’s) proposed regulation of methane gases for oil and 
gas producers; engaged in the rulemaking process on EPA’s Residual 
Risk and Technology Review (RTR) regulatory action for the aerospace 
industry, which involves a determination of whether additional 
controls are required for air toxic emissions from aerospace coating 
activities; and led advocacy efforts with respect to EPA’s planned 

expansion of its Risk Management Program (RMP) regulations; as 
well as played a critical role in the development of EPA’s 

rules for greenhouse gas emissions from power plants. 
The practice’s incident response team was fi rst on 

the ground when a number of clients experienced 
major process safety accidents or environmental 

incidents at their facilities. Our ability to 
quickly assess the legal, regulatory and 
business considerations immediately after 
these events helped these clients effectively 
deal with diffi cult and delicate situations 
involving potentially signifi cant legal 
exposure. Our involvement included advising 

companies on their potential responses to 
the media and various government agencies, 

including the Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration (OSHA), US Chemical Safety 

Board (CSB), US Department of Interior (DOI), 
California Division of Occupational Safety and Health 

(Cal/OSHA), US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
and state environmental regulators; as well as analyzing potential 

environmental liabilities and minimizing risks for the companies.

Certain situations led to agency investigations and follow-on litigation, 
which we handled through negotiations with federal regulators 
to resolve alleged violations, including developing administrative 
agreements and compliance plans to refl ect the companies’ business 
models and expansion efforts, through to litigation at the trial and 
appellate levels.
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Clients rely on our thought leadership to help them navigate
These are some of the areas on which we wrote,
published and spoke in 2015.
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their most complex legal and business challenges.
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Focus on

Our Team
The addition of lateral attorneys in 2015 was focused on key practices 
or markets where our clients could benefi t from additional bench 
strength or the offering of particular experience.

Katten’s nationally lauded Financial Services practice grew in New 
York with the hiring of former Securities and Exchange Commission 
Enforcement Branch Chief Richard Marshall, whose public sector 
experience offers our clients a unique perspective on how the 
government thinks about and approaches enforcement activity, 
particularly in the investment management industry. The further 
addition in New York of Austin Lilling, whose practice focuses on 
executive compensation arrangements and employee benefi t plans, 
offers the fi rm’s private equity and hedge fund clients, among others, 
an important resource.

Companies in the energy, chemical and manufacturing industries 
rely on Katten’s unrivalled experience in major accident response 
and environmental regulatory, civil and criminal matters. The arrival 
of partner Greg Dillard in Houston added an important and timely 
component to our practice, as regulators are increasing their focus on 

the intersection of environmental crime and workplace safety matters, 
making deep experience with the latter crucial for our clients. Greg 
has successfully defended clients against the largest enforcement 
actions ever brought by the 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration (OSHA), and 
assisted in responding to 
more than 20 process 
safety or fatality 
incidents in the 
last four years. The 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l 
and Workplace 
Safety practice also 
added Houston 
partner Daniella 
Landers, whose 
practice involves a 
range of environmental 
compliance, transactional 
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and litigation matters. Moreover, through Daniella’s active role as a 
member of Katten’s Women’s Leadership Forum, she helps support 
strategic retention and advancement initiatives for women attorneys 
at the fi rm.

The addition of two partners to our Private Equity practice added 
experience to our team in Chicago as well as bolstered our capabilities 
on the West Coast. Kimberly Smith, who rejoined the fi rm in Chicago to 
co-lead the Private Equity group nationally, and Daniel Peters, whose 
domestic and cross-border transactional experience offers our West 
Coast clients an enhanced resource, were both important additions to 
a key practice area. 

In 2015, our London location welcomed the arrival of three lawyers whose 
practices complement our strengths in the United States, offering our 
domestic clients additional support with their international needs as 
well as providing a new resource for our international clients. Partner 
Christopher Hitchins reinforces our UK Corporate capabilities with 
the addition of his Employment Law and Litigation practice, in which 
he works with US, UK and international companies on employment 
matters. Our Real Estate capabilities were enhanced with the arrival 
of key practitioners in the hospitality sector. Partner Terry Green and 
counsel Michael Speranza offer a breadth of experience in hospitality, 
commercial real estate and fi nancing—often in relation to landmark 
London properties—that complements the sophisticated Real Estate 
practice Katten is known for in the United States. Along with Terry and 
Michael, adding to our strength in the hospitality sector was returning 
partner Christina Hassan in Washington, DC. Christina most recently 
served as senior vice president and associate general counsel of 
Morgans Hotel Group, a role that afforded her the unique perspective 
of a consumer of legal services that now informs the counsel she offers 
to the fi rm’s hospitality clients.

We further strengthened our ranks with the elevation of 18 new 
partners, reinforcing our capabilities in key practice areas and allowing 
us to offer clients continuity in their attorney teams as our lawyers 
advance in their careers.

Kim Smith, Co-Head of the Private Equity Practice
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Focus on

Diversity
At Katten, nurturing an inclusive work environment and recruiting and 
retaining diverse talent at all levels is critical to our success because 
it allows us to provide our clients with the highest quality of service. 
In 2015, developing and implementing retention strategies was at the 
forefront of our diversity efforts. We launched a sponsorship program 
to engage minority attorneys at all levels and provide them with the 
support and guidance necessary for advancing and succeeding at the 
fi rm. Sponsors involved in this program are members of our Executive 
Committee or Board of Directors, or serve in leadership roles as 
national or local practice chairs. Each attorney sponsor commits time 
and resources to assist his or her attorney in achieving career goals; 
developing legal, client management and business development skills; 
and increasing visibility within the fi rm and with clients.

In 2015, the fi rm continued its longtime support of the Leadership 
Council on Legal Diversity (LCLD), an organization comprised of 
more than 240 corporate general counsel and law fi rm managing 
partners working to build a more open and diverse legal profession. 
Our involvement included the provision of attorney volunteers 
to mentor diverse law students; support for the LCLD Pathfi nder 

Program, an initiative designed to give high-potential, early career 
attorneys practical tools to develop successful careers; participation 
in the Minority Scholarship Program; and the inclusion of several LCLD 
Scholars as summer associates. 

Our practices regularly identify opportunities to promote diversity 
in the industries in which they work, and 2015 saw our Environmental 
and Workplace Safety practice focus its diversity efforts on the energy 
industry through the creation of our Minority Environmental Internship 
program. This internship, available to minority law school students, 
will enable outstanding students to collaborate directly with practice 
leaders on projects relating to key legal and business issues in the 
energy sector. Also, for the second year in a row, Katten organized and 
sponsored the Women’s Energy Summit, an event designed to promote 
diversity in the energy industry through networking opportunities and 
timely panel discussions.

Katten’s Women’s Leadership Forum (WLF) welcomed a new national 
chair, partner Laura Keidan Martin, who brings to the role her vision for 
inclusiveness, advancement, and development for women attorneys 
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across the fi rm and the profession. Among other initiatives, last year the 
fi rm launched the New Parent Career Coaching Program, which aims 
to further ease the transition of the fi rm’s attorneys into parenthood 
and back to work by pairing expectant women with licensed work-life 
coaches who help them navigate planning for maternity leave and 
strategies for re-integrating back to work. Externally, Katten attorneys 
sit on the board of the Coalition of Women’s Initiatives in Law Firms 
and National Association of Women’s Lawyers and are active in the 
International Women’s Media Foundation, Black Women Lawyers’ 
Association and the Women’s Leadership and Mentoring Alliance.

For Katten’s diversity initiatives, the fi rm was recognized as one of the 
“100 Best Companies for Working Mothers” by Working Mother for the 
ninth consecutive year and one of the “50 Best Law Firms for Women” 
by Working Mother and Flex-Time Lawyers for the eighth year in a row. 
The Human Rights Campaign again named Katten one of the “Best 
Places to Work for LGBT Equality.”

Leslie Minier, Chief Diversity Offi cer
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Focus on

Commitment to the Community
amici curiae in this litigation. 

In addition, Katten attorneys achieved signifi cant victories on behalf 
of an Iraqi family fl eeing ISIS and seeking asylum in the United 
States; a transgender ironworker fi ghting discrimination at work; and 
unaccompanied minors escaping cartel violence and sex traffi cking in 
Central America. Closer to home, the pro bono work of two Chicago 
associates was featured in a 2015 Chicago Tribune cover story detailing 
the release of a wrongfully convicted inmate after 15 years behind bars. 
The inmate, who had been serving a 46-year sentence, was convicted 
of murder based on errors in the victim’s autopsy report and a series 
of false confessions provided to police. Beyond this high-profi le work, 
dozens of Katten attorneys logged countless hours in a walk-in clinic 
located in a Chicago public school and at a Washington, DC social 
service center, providing advice, referrals and extended representation 
to low-income individuals facing basic legal challenges pertaining to 
housing, family law issues and public benefi ts. In London, we work 
with the Roundhouse, a well-known London performing arts center, 
providing a variety of pro bono legal services in support of its efforts 
with disadvantaged youth across the full spectrum of artistic genres. 

Our commitment to the communities in which we live and work is 
an essential part of who we are as a fi rm. Every year our efforts to 
give back center around our pro bono legal representation and the 
volunteer programs and charitable giving activities of our Katten Cares 
initiative, through which we contribute to more than 300 charitable 
and nonprofi t organizations annually. In 2015, through these efforts we 
were able to signifi cantly impact the organizations we support and the 
lives of the individuals with whom we worked.

Our pro bono efforts touched on a number of current social and 
geopolitical issues. First, a portion of the fi rm’s nearly 28,000 hours 
of pro bono service were spent successfully defending against Second 
Amendment challenges to state and local bans on assault weapons and 
large-capacity magazines. These laws were enacted in the wake of the 
Newtown, Connecticut tragedy and our efforts have encompassed the 
work of seven Katten attorneys from three offi ces in the Second, Fourth, 
Seventh, Ninth and Tenth US Courts of Appeals, and state appellate 
courts in Colorado and Illinois. We received the Pro Bono Partner Award 
from the Law Center to Prevent Gun Violence last year for our ongoing 
work representing the Law Center and other gun safety organizations as 
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For their dedicated service, the fi rm awarded 10 attorneys from six 
offi ces Pro Bono Service Awards.

The giving and volunteerism organized through Katten Cares is broad 
in scope and, in 2015, some of the organizations we partnered with 
included the Anti-Defamation League, Ronald McDonald House, 
Boys & Girls Clubs of America, March of Dimes and American Cancer 
Society. A cornerstone component of our community efforts across 
the United States are our partnerships with local schools to encourage 
students to succeed academically and prepare for continued success in 
the future. At our Chicago, New York, Washington, DC and Los Angeles 
offi ces, we mentored more than 50 low-income and minority youth 
from eight high schools and organizations, including the Cristo Rey 
Network and Constitutional Rights Foundation. Through innovative 
work-study internships, high school students were placed in onsite 
jobs at our offi ces, providing them with a unique opportunity to better 
understand the legal system and the professional environment of a 
law fi rm. Also, attorneys from our Litigation and Dispute Resolution 
practice dedicated hours of their time to coach mock trial and moot 
court students from Townsend Harris High School in New York and José 
de Diego Community Academy in Chicago. Our attorneys engaged the 
students by teaching them the competition rules and walking them 
through the laws and procedures of a trial. They then acted as judges 
during mock trials held in our offi ces. These programs allowed our 
attorneys to share their passion for justice with the next generation. 

Executive Director Andrew Sprogis leads the Katten Cares program (L) 
and Jonathan Baum is the Director of Pro Bono Services (R)



©2016 Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP.

All rights reserved.  Katten Muchin Rosenman LLP is an Illinois limited liability partnership including professional corporations that has 
elected to be governed by the Illinois Uniform Partnership Act (1997). London: Katten Muchin Rosenman UK LLP. Attorney advertising. 

Published as a source of information only. The material contained herein is not to be construed as legal advice or opinion.


